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Rufly and Well-belowed, le Greet you well/Ne ha- || 
wing Lately Graciouſy ginente youghe Prefidens | 


Commonalty of Gur Coltege of Phyſicians 

in London, Our Letters. Patents, confirming all former | 
Grants of Our Royal Progenitors, together with other | 
Privileges, and more ample Authority, for ſ«ppreſſing 1 
ell Illiterate and Illegal \ Prafiiſers of the Art of Phy- F 
ſick, in Owr City of Londonend ſeven Mites diſtance ; 
We have thought fit, for the prevention of the great 
Damages and Inconveniences which our loving $ Tens 
may be expoſed to in their Healths, and otherwiſe, by 
the Unskilfulneſs of the ſaid Pradtiſers, to Will and 
Reguire You, the - Preſident and Cenfſers of Our ſaid 

C ; and your Succeſſors, in Purſuance of Our ſaid | 
Letters Patents, as alſo of the Laws and Statutes of | 
Our Realm, forthwith to do your utmoſt Diligence to 
Proſecute and Suppreſs all ſuch Unlearned and Un- 
lawful Pratiſers of Phyſick, as ſhall preſume to aft 
contrary to Our ſaid Letters Patents, and to the Laws 
of the Realm in that Caſe provided; And, for your 
Encouragement therein, We do require all our Judges, 
Juſtices, of the Peace, and others whom it may concern, 
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ts Countenance and Aſſiſt you, the Preſident and 
Cenſors, in your Proſecution of ſuch Offenders according 
to Lew : And. for the more effeftual doing thereof, you 


re, as occaſion ſhall offer, to demand the Aid and 


Afflance of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Our 


City of London, whom by Our Letters We have re- 


quired to give you all Countenance and Aſſiſtance in 
the Fxecution of this Our Royal Will and Command; 
Not doubting, but that you will be careful to Suppreſs 


- fuch Offenders, and Anſwer the Truſt in this Caſe com- 


mitted to you.: And ſo We bid you farewell. Giycn at 
Our Court at Windſor the Third day of July, 1687. 
in chc Third Year of Our Reign. 


Toour Truſty ard Well- 
beloved, the Prefidem By His Majefties Command, 


and -Cexſors of Our 


College of Phyficians 


in London. Sunderland P. 
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Ruſty and Well-beloved , We Greet you well. 
Whercas, in the Reigns of Our Royal Progeni- 
tors of famous Memory, ſufficient Proviſion anl 

Power hath been given and granted by ſeveral Charters 
and Afs of Parliament to Our College of Phylicians in 
London, for the Reforming and Suppreſſing all Unlaw- 
ful and Unlearned Prafliſers of the Art of Phyſick in 
London, and within feven Miles diftance thereof ; 
And We having of late in Our Princely, Wiſdom, thought 
fit to confirm and enlarge the ſaid Charters by Our 
Royal Patent granted to the ſaid College ; and,refotving 
to ſee the faid Charters and Aits of Parliament duly pat 
in Execution, have thought fit by theſe Preſents to charge 
you, the Lord Mavor, Aldermen, and Juſtices of 
the Peace, within Our ſaid City and the Precinfs 
thereof, that with all readineſs you do Aid and 
Affift the Pretident and Cenfors for the Time being of 
Our ſaid College, 6r ſuch Officers as the Preſident of 
the ſaid College jhal! appoint, in the doing of all ſuch 
things, as by the ſaid Aits of Parliament or Charters 
ought to be done, for the Suppreſſing of all and every 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as contrary to the ſaid Rozal 

Charters 


— 
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Charters and Afs of Parliament ſhall dare to aduen- 
ture in the Praflice of Phyſick, upon any of Our Sub- 
gefts in the City of Londoner the Suburbs and Precinil; 
of the ſame . And, io the Intent, that this Our P urpoſe, 
ny to the Safety of Our Subjefs,ond the Suppreſſion 


of Unlawf:t and Ignorant Praflicioners, may with more 
Diligence and Authority be effefled, VVc do Will and 
Command you the Lord Mayor of Our City of London, 
that at your next Seſſions, theſe Our Letters may be (6 
reed and publijhed,: that all Juſtices of. the Peace, as 
well within Our ſaid City, as alſo the Suburbs and Pre- 
cinfis of the fame, may take knowlege of this Our Plea- 
ſecre and Command:: - And ſo We bid you farewel. Given 
at Our Court of Windſer,the Thud day of 7uty, 168 7. 
and in the Third Year of Our Reign. 


To the ' Lord Mayor By His Majeſlies Command, 
of Our City of 


Londox. Sunderland P. 


Whercas 
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HEREAS, by the Laws dn Statittet of the 
Realm, Power is groen 10 the Prefident and 
| Commonealty. of the Faculty of Phyſick in Lon- 
don;or to ſuch,as they the ſaid Þ celident and College for 
the 1 tme being,” ſhall according ta.the Statutes in that 
behalf made, Authorize to have the Fine, Search, Cor- 
rection and Government of all Perſons uſing the Faculty 
of Pick in London, and the. Subyrbs thereof, and 
ſeven Miles diſtance , and to puniſh all fuch' as jhall 
Unlawfully Uſe or Praftife the ſaid Faculty within the 
ſaid PrecinFs, contrary to the true Intent -..' Meanin 
of the Statate in that Ceſe made ; with this further 
Authority, That all Juſtices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Bauliffs, 
Conſtables, and other Minifters aud Officers within the 
City of London and. Precinfts aforeſeid, upon. Requeſt 
to ther, made ſhould Help, did and. 4 the Prefident 
ef the ſaidCollege, and all Perſons by the ſaid Preſident 
«nd Commonalty frem timetotime Authorized for the 
Execution of the As and Statutes in that behatf 
made, upon Pain, for not giving ſuch Aid, Help and 
Afſtance, to run in Contempt of the King s Majeſty, 
His Heirs and Succefſors; And, whereas there are 
ſundry Unskilfrt Perſons within the Precinbis and Limits 
aforeſaid, who do uſe and prafliſe the fatd Faculty, con- 
tray to the Statutes of this Realm in that C aſe _ 
«1c 
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and ta the great Peril. and Danger of the Lives 
.of many of His Majeſties Subjefts; Theſe are 
to Will and Require you, and in his Majefties Name 
ftraitly to Charge and Command you, that henceforth 
at all time and times, . you, according to the Tenor of 
the ſaid AA, be Aiding and Ajjiſting unto the ſaid Pre- 
{ident, and to thoſe that ſhall be Authorized by the ſaid 
preſident ard College, for the Anrebanting of all juch 
Jerſons, as Jhall Unlawfully Uſe and Prattiſe the ſaid 
Faculty within the Limits aforefaid, contrary to the In- 
tent and Meaning of the Statutes aforeſaid,when they or 
any of them ſhall give you Notice of and require it; and 
thereupon to bring them before the ſaid Pretident, or 
thoſe Authorized, as aforeſaid, totheir College, there 
z0 be Examined and Proceeded againſt, as to the Law in 
that Caſe ſhall appertain. Whercof fail you not, 
as you, or every of you. will anſwer the Contempt in that 
behalf made. Datcd at the Court at Hampton Court, 
the Sixteenth day of July, 1687. 
To all ices, Mayors, Sheriffs, 
Fer Fe ay whirl Su La 5 
and all other His Mejeſties Ofi- Arundell C. P. $, Ormond 


cers and Miniſters, to whom this Albemarle” Powis 
ſhall or may appertaim, within Peterborow Mulgrave 
the City of London, Suharbs 'Bath 

and Liberties thereof, and the Middleton 

Limits within mentioned, aud to Craven 

every and either of them, Dartmouth 


Phil. Muſgrave. 
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A ſhore Account of the Inſticution and 
Nature of the College of Phylicians, 
London. 


HE College of Phyſicians in London (firſt Founded and 

Conftitured by The CHOP of King Henry VIIkin the 

Tenth Lear Oz IIS mn Vii, ang | afterward confirmed and 

inlarged 1n its 'Privi mY and Juriſditions by ſeveral 
Acts of Parhament, and C arters granted by Himſelf and 
Roval Succelbbrs,) conſiſts of a Preſident, Fellows, Candidates, 
Honorary Fellows, and Licentiates. 


rt. The FELLOWS 

” o 
Are Doctors of Phyſick, choſen out of the Candidates, who have 
been alwavs |: mired to 2 certain Number, and are now confined 
to the Number of Fourſcore, by His preſent Majeſties Gracious 
Charter : Out of theſe are choſen the Preſident, Elets, Cenfors, 
and other Officers of the College, who, with the reſt ot the 
Fellows, are folely concerned in the Governing Part of the 
College, and have a Voice in the making and reſcinding any 
Statutes, Orders, or by-Laws, relating to Phyſtck and the 
Practice thereof. 


2. CANDIDATES 


Muſt be Do&tors in Phyfick, admitted to that Degree in one of 
our Own Univerſities, muſt not be Forcigners, and ought to 
B have 
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have practiſed Phyſick Four Years before they are admitted into 
that Order ; out of theſe, as the Seminarv, the Fellowſhips 
are filled up, as they become vacant, in a perpetual Succelſion. 


3. HONORART FELLOWS 


Are ſuch Doors in, Phyſick, as by reaſon of their being Fo- 
reigners, or having tfken their Degrees in ſome Univerſity be- 
yond the Seas, are not incorporated into either of Ours ; or, for 
ſome other reaſon (having not been Candidates) are not of the 
Number of thoſe who have Votes in the Aﬀairs of the College. 


4 LICENTIATES 


Age ſuch other Perſons Skilled in Phyſick, who by reaſon of 
their being Foreigners, or their not being admitted Doctors in 
one of Our Univerſtties,or tor their not being Eminently Learn- 
ed, or by reaſon of their too great Y outh, or ſuch like Cauſes, 
are not capable to be Elected into the Number of the Candidates ; 
yet may, notwithſtanding, be ſerviceable to the Publick in ta- 
king Care of the Health of the King's Subjects, art leaſt in ſome 
particular Diſeaſes. 


NOW, of all theſe ſeveral Ranks and Degrees of Practiſers in 
Phyſick, none of them is confined to any certain Number but 
' the Fellows and Candidates ; ſothat the Reſt being wholly un- 
limited, no Perſon can be excluded out of the College, or de- 
barred from Practice, but ſuch as are ſo wholly illiterate and 
unskilful, that they dare not adventure to ſubmit themſelves 
ro the Examination and Judgment of the Prefident and Cenfſors 
of the College, either as to the Goodneſs of their Medicines, 
or their own Skill in all,or any Part of Phyſick ; though the 
Preſident and Cenſlors be Men ſtritly ſworn to do juftice to 
' all 


all Perfons, who ſhall preſent themſelves, or their Medicines, to 
their Scrutiny and Examination. 


From hence it manifeſtly follows, That the College of Ply- 
ſicians 1s very far irom being a Monopoly, fince it cannot re» 
x any of the King's Subjects who are duly qualified tor the 
Exercilc of all, or any Part et Phyfick ; and theretore, all Preten- 
ders to Secret Medicines, or to the Pract.cc of Phy tick, n t10ue 
Licence firſt had from the College, are jullly proſecuted and 
puniſhed as Publick Cheats and Impoſtors (conſcious to theme 
ſelves of Fraud in their Medicines, and Inſufficiency in their 
pretended Skill in Phyſick) according to the me and wholſome 
Laws in that Caſe provided ; For which purpoſe, and for the 
Incouragement of Legal and Learned PriQicers in Plylick, the 
College of Phyſicians is inveſted with ſeveral Powers and 
Privileges, partly by the expreſs Laws of the Land, and feve- 
ral Royal Charters ; and partly by fuch Statutes and Orders of 
the College, as have been made in Purſuance thereof. An Ac- 
count of ſome of which are here Printed, tor the more Publick 
Information of all the King's Subjects, to that none may NEre- 
atrer pretend [gnorance in theſe Matters. 


1. The Cenſors of the College are intruſted with the Go- 
vernment, Scrutiny, C rreRion and Supervition of all Perfons 
practiſing Phyſick within the City of L nelink and Seven Miles 
Compals, together with all t] their Medicines, Bills and Preicriptions 
whatſoever ; ſo as that they may punt ſh Offenders by Fines, 


Amerciaments, Impriſonments, and other realonable Methods. 


2. No Perſon in the Country {except Graduates in Phyſick 
in either of Qur. Univertities | can have a Licenſe to proces 


Phy ſick from the Lord Pilhop of the Diocels, till he be firſt ex- 
tledts ot 


. 
** 


. 


amined and approved by thu Prelgent and Three 
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the College, and receive thcir Letters Teſtimonial for that * 
Purpoſe. | 


3- All Perſons praftiſing Phyſick in the City of Louwor, and 
Seven Miles Compals, without Licence firſt had of the College 
of Phyſicians, after due Examination, whether meer Empiricks 
and Unlearned Perſons, or any other whatſoever, are to be pro- 
ſecuted at Law, and upon Conviction to pay Five Pounds for 
every Months Practice proved againſt them; and, it they 
happen to be Apothecaries, may alſo (according to the ancient 
Practice,and laudable Cuſtom of the College, inforced by a tormer, 
as likewiſe by a late Statute)be diſfcommun'd; fo that no Member 
of that Society ought, upon Notice thereof, -to ſuffer any ot his 
Bilk or Preſcriptions to be ſent to any ſuch Apothecary. 


4- Any Perſon practiſing Phyſick Iilegally, that is, with- 
out Licence firſt had from the College of Phyſicians, it 
his Patient ſhall happen to dye under his Hands, 1s indictable 
at Common Law for the Loſs of one ot the King's Subjects. 


5. Upon Complaint made by any Perſon to 'the Preſident 
and Cenſors againſt any PraQtifer of Phyſick, within the | 
City of London, and Seven Miles Compats, whether he be a Li- 
cenſed Phyſician or not, for having preſcribed any Unhtting or 
Unwholſome Medicine to his Patient; the faid Preſident and 
Ceanſors have tull Power andAuthority to receive any ſuch Com- 
plaint, to ſummon the Perſon offending to appear betore them 
at their Board; to ſummon, and examine Witneties, and to 
hear and determine the Matter ; and, 1t the Perſon accuſed be 
found guilty of III Practice, they have Power to ter a Fine upon 
him to any Summ not exceeding Twenty Pounds, and by the 
Warrant of the Cenfprs to commit him to any Priſon of the 
City (except the Tower of London) till he thall have paid the 
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aforeſaid Fine, and made duc Submiſſion to the College ; ſo 
that all Perſons who are injured in their Bodies and Healths 
by Unskiltul Practifers, may there have certain and ſpeedy 


Redrels. 


6. By the King's late Gracious Charter, the fole Power of 
Licenſing all Books, Papers, &c. relating to Phyſick and Chi- 
rurgery, and the Practice thereof, is, after the Expiration of the 
Act of Printing, granted to the Preſident and Cenfors of the 
College of Phyſicians : And,in the mean Time, is by. them exer- 
ciſed by Favour of his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
has been pleaſed to give them his Deputation for that Purpoſe ; 
by which Means, trivolous and uſeleſs Books in Phyfick and 
Chirurgery, will for the future bein great meaſure Prevented,and 
the Scandalous Bills of Empiricks and Impoſtors in that Faculty 
ſtifled and ſuppreſicd. 


7. Any Phyſician Licenſed by the College, may exerciſe 
the Science ot Phyſickin all and every of its Parts, any Act, 
Statute or Proviſion made to the contrary notwithſtandmg ; ſo 
that he may, as otten as he pleaſeth, praRtiſe Chirurgery and 
Pharmacy, or the making and compounding Medicines for the 
Ute of any ot his Prion ; 


THESE arc ſome of thoſe Privileges and Powers, which the 
Royal Wiſdom of our Princes, by their Charters and in their 
Parliaments, have thought fit ro grant unto the College of 


Phyſicians, for the better Reformation of diverſe Abuſes and 
Enormities happenirg to the Common-wealth, by the evil 
uſing and un = Adminiſtration of Phyſick : And therefore, 


ſince the College was tirſt Founded tor that very Purpoſe,and af- 
terw ards lm i n every Princes Reign) ſtrengthned and armed 
With trei! h Powcrs and Authority Tt The lamc [arent ; ' ſiace all 


tl 
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the Members of the College have given their Faith, or ſolemn- 
ly ſworn that they will do their utmoſt Endeavours to ſup- 
preis all 1lliterate and Illegal Pra&ticioners ; fince not only by 
former Acts of Parliament, and Royal Charters, but alſo by 
that of His preſent Majeſty,and by his Particular Letters Manda- 
tory weare ſtritly commanded fo to do:We fthould be eminently 
guilry,not only of the greateſt Remiſsnels, and moſt ſupine Neg- 
| gence, but allo of open Breach of our ſolemn Oaths and 
Faith, and manifeſt Diſobedience to our Prince, if we ſhould 
not exert the Authority commirted to us, for the vindicating 
of the Pract.cce of Phyfſick out of the Hands of Ignorant Me- 
chanicks, and other Illegal Invaders of that Liberal Faculty. 
And whereas, in all Trades and Corporations of this City, con- 
ſticured for Private Benefit, not for Publick Uſe, and that by 
Charter only, not by the Statute-Laws of the Land, do with- 
out Blame or Envy inform againſt any Intruders, ſo as not to 
ſuffer any neighbouring Trade to break in upon them, but 
that by ſevere Mulats and Fines conſtantly impoſed upon 
Offenders, they vigorouſly maintain their reſpective Bounds 
and Limits ; Ir cannot be thought hard and unreaſonable in the 
College of Phyſicians alone (being conſtituted of men of ge- 
n-rous and liberal Education, and inſtitated for Publick Benefit, 
confirmed not only by repeated Charters, but ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, our of which no Perſon of tufficient Capacity 
and Learaing can be excluded) to aſſert its Own Conſtitution 
and Privileges, by legally puniſhing ſuch Perſons as ſhall boldly 
invade the Liberties of that Society ; eſpecially, when ſo precious 
a thing as the Healths and Lives of the King's moſt eminent 
Subjects, reſiding in and about this City, are herein concerned. 
For the Diſcharge therefore of that Duty incumbent upon them, 
v/2.to pfekrve the Healthful State of the King's Subjects,&c.) the 
pretent \College have taken all imaginable Care 1o to regulate 
the Prattice of Phyſick, as that no Perion may be neglected or 
ag. 
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aggrieved : The known Poor and Meaner Families are abun- 
dantly and prudently provided for, by a late Order for that 
Purpoſe. It is well known, that in Families of Middle Rank, the 
Phyſicians are moderate in their Expectations and Demands ; 
and for thoſe that are Rich and Noble, Liberality 15 inſeparable 
from their Quality and Breeding. We are alſo fully reſolved, 
for the Publick Good, to incourage and protect thoſe two ne- 
ceſlary Inſtruments of Phyſick, the Chirurgeons and the Apo- 
thecaries (the latter of which owe their Charter and Knowlege 
of Medicines to the Favour of the College) ſo long as they 
ſhall contain themſelves within the Limits of their own Profeſſi- 
ons 3 and, in ſhort, to do all other things neceſſary tor the vindi- 
cating and perpetuating of the Faculty of Phyſick, that ſo the 
Young Students in our Univerſities, may not be diſcouraged 
from applying themſelves to the Study of a Science, fo uſetul 
to the Common-wealth ; nor that Profeſſion be invaded by the 
Vulgar, which hath been the uſual Support of the Younger 
Sons of the Gentry of this Kingdom. z 


